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I

've just completed a course on
research design in qualitative
Yes, I'm sucked into to the
inquiry. My proposed research
gender dichotomy. I want to be
title has the word 'transgendered' in
seen as a man and I want to
it, and I felt I had to explain my
score as a man.
interest in researching
transgendered people. So whilst this
academic study was pursued over five days, there was a hidden agenda for me,
namely my identity.

Sometimes I get confirmation
from other people that I'm
changing ... but I still don't see
the man I want to project.

I identify as a man but the mirror doesn't support this. I still don't see the man I want to
project. I still see the past woman. Sometimes I get confirmation from other people that I'm
changing. The other day I went to a dykes wedding/commitment ceremony. Dyke and
straight friends who haven't seen me for months, saw a difference. One woman was
ignorant of my name change, etc. and she hadn't seen me for over a year. She thought that
I looked different and she liked my shorter haircut. So I got mainly positive feedback from
those who knew me before though one dyke couple whom I'd never met, weren't quite
sure. The name 'Michael' is an 'in-ya-face' name as there's no mistaking its masculinity,
whereas Mick' is a nickname and possibly androgynous.

I knew on an intellectual level that a bilateral mastectomy would not radically change
people's perception of me, i.e. I don't pass 100 percent. I had hoped a change of upper
body shape would help but no, and those who were introduced to me as a woman in the
past, or saw me as a woman without being told otherwise, still see a woman today. The face needs facial hair, but it may not happen as
much as I would like, and that is a full beard. My body shape sucks! Too big around the lower torso. I need to dress to minimise the
effect and not to be waiting for other clues to say, "that's a man". It's my projection onto other people that is the problem too, but how to
overcome this, and do I want to?
Yes, I'm sucked into to the gender dichotomy. I want to be seen as a man and I want to score as a man. At this wedding, there were a
few single straight women but I only talked to them. Two of them were big women and my altruistic-self said "no, leave them alone,
don't get involved, you're not serious about commitment, you only want them because you think you'll have a chance with them, what
about your imperfect body, but they may be grateful for the attention", etc. So maybe I'll be a 'john' again and engage a sex worker and
experiment without worrying about involvement, because all I want is sex. However, the delicious foreplay and wooing of a woman has
not lost its charm and there is no particular type that I think I'm attracted to.
One woman on my course interested me, but married and from overseas! I caught her looking at my bulge during lunchtime on the first
day after I'd outed myself and it wasn't until we were both walking away from the course that I was able to talk to her and get a little
closer. Again she was a big breasted woman whom I thought could do with a breast reduction as her breathing was laboured during her
presentation on the last day. A real earth mother, interested in earthy things, someone to come home to after a long day's (or night's)
work and be comforted in those breasts. I like their softness, the creamy skin.
I've still got that soft skin on the sides of my new chest. I wasn't really aware of it because it was hidden. I feel it needs roughing up and
a dose of the sun would give it some colour. I've never gone topless but I don't feel ready to bare all this summer at the beach as the
surgeon has left too much tissue for me to feel comfortable exposing myself. He's going to liposuction the excess tissue next February.
(This excess was left so that the nerve endings to the nipples could recover). It all comes down to aesthetics and how I feel about
myself. If I present or project an image, an illusion, then that is what other people will see.
If I exude confidence in my manhood, even if I don't always feel it, then I will be more confident in myself, and other people will then feel
comfortable with what I'm presenting. I have to accept that some people will often see my past whilst others will only see whom I'm
presenting now. I create the illusion; I recreate myself so that other people can see what I feel I am. I feel that I'm a man. I look at other
men and see how they do things and this helps me to create a better illusion. It's not a lie, trying to pass, but some people feel cheated
if they are sexually attracted to a person who is not chromosomally or otherwise correct according to their perceived love map.
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